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Num 13:1-3  

The Lord said to Moses, “Send men to explore Canaan, which I’m giving to the Israelites. 
Send one leader from each of their ancestors’ tribes.” So at the Lord’s command, Moses 
sent these men from the Desert of Paran. All of them were leaders of the Israelites.  

All of these men had seen what God had done in his deliverance of his people out of Egypt. 

13:17-33 

When Moses sent them to explore Canaan, he told them, “Go through the Negev and then 
into the mountain region. See what the land is like and whether the people living there are 
strong or weak, few or many. Is the land they live in good or bad? Do their cities have walls 
around them or not? Is the soil rich or poor? Does the land have trees or not? Do your best 
to bring back some fruit from the land. So the men explored the land from the Desert of Zin 
to the border of Hamath …When they came to the Eshcol Valley, they cut off a branch with 
only one bunch of grapes on it. They had to carry it on a pole between two of them. They 
also brought some pomegranates and figs. So they called that valley Eshcol [Bunch of 
Grapes] because of the bunch of grapes the Israelites cut off there. Forty days later, they 
came back from exploring the land. They came back to Moses, Aaron, and the whole 
community of Israel at Kadesh in the Desert of Paran. They gave their report and showed 
them the fruit from the land. 

This is what they reported to Moses: “We went to the land where you sent us. It really is a 
land flowing with milk and honey. Here’s some of its fruit. But the people who live there are 
strong, and the cities have walls and are very large. We even saw the descendants of Anak 
there. The Amalekites live in the Negev. The Hittites, Jebusites, and Amorites live in the 
mountain region. And the Canaanites live along the coast of the Mediterranean Sea and all 
along the Jordan River.” 

When the men gave their report to Moses, they minimized the fulfillment of God’s promise 
they had seen and maximized on the fear they had felt when they looked upon the giants of 
the land. 

Our fear has a way of turning up the volume in our heads until it drowns out the voice of 
God. 

Caleb told the people to be quiet and listen to Moses. Caleb said, “Let’s go now and take 
possession of the land. We are more than able to conquer it.” But the men who had gone 
with him said, “We can’t attack those people! They’re too strong for us!” So they began to 
spread lies among the Israelites about the land they had explored. They said, “The land we 
explored is one that devours those who live there. All the people we saw there are very tall. 
We saw Nephilim there. (The descendants of Anak are Nephilim.) We felt as small as 
grasshoppers, and that’s how we must have looked to them.” 



Caleb was looking at the potential of a battle between God and his enemies, but the 10 
spies were looking at the potential of a battle between giants and their own natural 
strength. The 10 said “they’re too strong for us”, but the 2, Joshua and Caleb, said “Our 
God is stronger than all of them.” 

Where is your perspective? Where is my perspective? Am I looking at my battles with the 
mindset that the God of heaven’s armies is leading the charge out ahead of me, or am I 
imagining a battlefield in which I walk out to face my enemies alone? 

14:1-10 

Then all the people in the Israelite community raised their voices and cried out loud all that 
night. They complained to Moses and Aaron, “If only we had died in Egypt or this 
desert! Why is the LORD bringing us to this land—just to have us die in battle? Our wives 
and children will be taken as prisoners of war! Wouldn’t it be better for us to go back to 
Egypt?” They said to each other, “Let’s choose a leader and go back to Egypt.” 

How quickly can you possibly forget the goodness of the God who delivered you from your 
bondage? Very, very quickly.  

It reminds me a little of our 1-year-old Graham. Every morning when Graham wakes up, he 
eats exactly 3 of these yogurt pouches. Not one day since we discovered these 9 months 
ago has he gone without them. We even had my mother-in-law stock her house with them 
at Thanksgiving and Christmas so we knew that Graham would have his daily supply. Yet 
every morning when I lay Graham in the bed with Grant as I go to the kitchen to get his 
pouches, I hear screaming down the hallway. Even though every single day I come back 
from the kitchen with pouches, Graham still panics that we just might forget that he needs 
to eat breakfast. It was the same attitude the Israelites had continuously in the wilderness. 
God would provide, they would panic, God would provide, they would panic, and so on and 
so forth. 

Can we see this pattern in our own lives? 

Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation of the 
people of Israel. And Joshua and Caleb who were among those who had spied out the 
land, tore their clothes and said to all the congregation of the people of Israel, “The land, 
which we passed through to spy it out, is an exceedingly good land. If the Lord delights in 
us, he will bring us into this land and give it to us, a land that flows with milk and honey. 
Only do not rebel against the Lord. And do not fear the people of the land, for they are 
bread for us. Their protection is removed from them, and the Lord is with us; do not fear 
them.” Then all the congregation said to stone them with stones. But the glory of the Lord 
appeared at the tent of meeting to all the people of Israel. 

How deaf can we become to the reminders that God is a good God, that he is for us, and 
that he will deliver us time and time again from our enemies? 

Then Moses and Aaron interceded for the people who had picked up rocks to stone them, 
and this was the Lord’s reply: 

14:20-25 



The Lord said, “I forgive them, as you have asked. But as I live and as the glory of the Lord 
fills the whole earth, I solemnly swear that none of the people who saw my glory and the 
miraculous signs I did in Egypt and in the desert will see the land which I promised their 
ancestors. They have tested me now ten times and refused to obey me. None of those who 
treat me with contempt will see it! But because my servant Caleb has a different attitude 
and has wholeheartedly followed me, I’ll bring him to the land he already explored. His 
descendants will possess it. Tomorrow you must turn around, go back into the desert, and 
follow the road that goes to The Red Sea.” 

Here is the main takeaway from today’s message: Who are you going to trust so much that 
you act upon it? Your feelings created by your limited perspective of the current 
circumstances or your God who sees the things you can’t even see yet? 

Here we are, 5 weeks into our Sunday morning, COVID-19 livestream services. Maybe 
you’re watching this and you’ve lost your job recently. Maybe you’re watching this and 
you’re in the middle of a battle for your health. Maybe you’re watching this and you’re 
struggling deeply with anxiety and depression. Maybe your kids are fighting with one 
another. Maybe your kids are fighting with you. Maybe this time at home with your spouse 
has magnified relational issues. Maybe this time at home alone has left you feeling isolated. 
All of these things are giants in the land that God has promised as your inheritance. 

Your giants might be telling you to turn around and go back to your old way of life. Your 
giants might be telling you that the thing your facing is bigger than you and you should just 
lie down and give up. Your giants might be telling you that God can’t be trusted, or maybe 
even that he’s let you down.  

But God is saying that it is for freedom that he’s set you free. God is saying that he goes 
before you to fight your battles and to see you through to victory. God is saying that he’s a 
good God who has never left you, never failed you, never forsaken you. 

So what do we do now? How do we avoid the pitfalls of living based on our limited 
perspective? 

1. Remind yourself of who has delivered you up to this point 
2. Remind yourself of who the battle belongs to 
3. Engage in the fight with your giants 

2 Corinthians 10:3-5 For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to 
the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to 
destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the 
knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ. 

 


