
COMMUNITY 
 COMMISSION 



Right now… 

• The Church is being renewed by one of 
the greatest shake-ups in our lifetimes! 

• And many people love the “novelty” of 
church@home, churchonthemove… 
–But if there is no commission in the 

community, no carrying of the gospel… 
–We have only multiplied, even worsened, 

the ‘Church behind the walls’ problem! 



Right now… 

• The Church is being renewed by one of 
the greatest shake-ups in our lifetimes! 

• And many people love the “novelty” of 
church@home, churchonthemove… 

• A key ingredient of being “church-real” 
is the inclusion of unsaved, unchurched, 
people in community! 



Acts 2.37-47 

• “Now when the people heard (Peter’s 
first message) they were cut to the 
heart and asked, ‘Brothers, what shall 
we do?’ Peter replied, ‘Repent and be 
baptized every one of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins and you will receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. This promise belongs to 
you and to your children and all who   



Acts 2.37-47 

• “are far away, to all whom the Lord our 
God will call to Himself!’ With many 
other words he testified and urged 
them, ‘be saved from this corrupt 
generation.’ Those who embraced his 
message were baptized, and about 
three thousand were added to the 
believers that day. They devoted 
themselves to the apostles teaching 



Acts 2.37-47 

• “and to the fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and to prayer. A sense of awe 
came over everyone and the apostles 
performed many wonders and signs. All 
the believers were together and had 
everything in common. Selling their 
possessions and goods they shared with 
anyone who was in need. In one accord 
they, continued daily in the temple and 



Acts 2.37-47 

• “to break bread from house to house, 
sharing their meals with gladness and 
sincerity of heart, praising God and 
enjoying the favor of all the people. 
And the Lord added to their number 
daily, those who were being saved!”  
–Lexicon  



The Early Church… 
• About 3000 people saved 1st message 

and ‘given’ to the care of the believers! 
–Logistics problem: “What are we going to 

do now?” 
–Solved by individual believers inviting 

others into multiple “open houses!” 
–But prayer meetings/word study repeats 

@housechurch wasn’t the full model… 
–The local temple precinct filled up DAILY 

too! 



The Early Church… 

• Instruction was taking place every day! 
• People were actively connected and 

helping one another! 
• People were united in heart, watching 

over and sharing with each other! 
• Great works were being done because 

faith and love were present! 
• The Lord added to the church daily! 



The problem with the 
Evolving Church was never 

the place or the size… it 
was losing the joy, attitude  

and obedience to the 
commission!  



The early church… 

• Was commissioned to take the gospel 
to the world… 

• But it stopped at ‘holy huddles,’ small 
and large – just too fun to be together! 

• Persecution sent them back into the 
world they were meant to help… 

• And that one disaster “spread” the 
gospel to the whole world! 



The church  
“re(-)members” 
during times of 

disaster!  



The Corona Church… 

• The whole world is suffering from the 
spread of a disease… 

• It is in dire need of the antidote of the 
Good News for the sickness and fear! 

• The modern church ‘huddle’ has been a 
problem! 

• The Corona Church is pushing into 
community… reminded of commission! 



The ‘novelty’ of the 
Corona Church is not 
because it’s new, it’s 

because it’s renewed!  



The Renewed Church… 
• Instruction takes place every day on 

multiplied platforms and places! 
• People are connected, compassionate, 

caring for and helping one another! 
• People are watching over, sharing with, 

praying for and lifting each other! 
• Great works are being done because 

faith and love are activated! 
• And the Lord ‘adds-up’ the church daily! 



The attraction of the 
early church wasn’t 
their love for one 

another…  



The attraction of the 
early church was their 

loving inclusion of 
everyone around them!  



And if we don’t learn 
that from this crisis… 

then we wasted 
an opportunity!  
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God so loved the 
world that He gave us 

His Son…  



His Son so loved the 
world that He gave it 

His Church…  



And when His Church 
loves the world… 

everyone loves God!  


