
Never hopeless…  
Maybe a little fearful! 



As Believers… 

• We are never w/out hope in this world! 
–“There was a time without Christ, aliens 

from the commonwealth, strangers to the 
covenants of promise, without hope and 
without God in the world: But now in 
Christ Jesus we have been brought near by 
the blood of Christ…” Ephesians 2.12,13 

–“We are born-again unto a living hope, by 
the resurrection of Jesus!” 1Peter 1.3 



As Believers… 

• We are never w/out hope in this world! 
• But we can be crossing into a new day 

struggling with fears… 
–Generationally: Boomers may be 

concerned about L-I-L health issues! 
–Retirement accounts diminishing! 
–Face-to-face family dynamics altering! 
–Golden years ret/travel plans changing! 



As Believers… 

• We are never w/out hope in this world! 
• But we can be crossing into a new day 

struggling with fears… 
–GenX: dealing with teenage/twenties 

kids/fears, cancelled experiences/sadness! 
–Mid-way in careers, interrupted with lay-

off’s, losses, recalibrating EOL scenario’s! 
–Will work longer/pass torch from home!  



As Believers… 

• We are never w/out hope in this world! 
• But we can be crossing into a new day 

struggling with fears… 
–Millennial’s: finding life very lonely in 

midst of social media lives! 
–Typically not job loyal, now suffering 

employer reciprocation! 
–Not savings/delayed gratification minded!  



As Believers… 

• We are never w/out hope in this world! 
• But we can be crossing into a new day 

struggling with fears… 
–GenZ parents less to invest in education/ 

more student debt in future! 
–Z’s have noted ‘essential workers,’ will 

think about ‘blue collar’ career choices! 
–Z’s struggling with sadness/lack of closure! 

 



As Believers… 

• We are never w/out hope in this world! 
• But we can be crossing into a new day 

struggling with fears… 
–Locally: Home life affected by… finances! 
•Parents need to go back to work… 
• Schools, summer camps, daycares?  
•Another round of latchkey kids? 
• Families have found ‘glitches’/structure? 



As Believers… 

• We are never w/out hope in this world! 
• But we can be crossing into a new day 

struggling with fears… 
–Spiritually: covid-19 virus has brought 

another ‘mutant strain:’ SCHISM-2020 
• Social media tells us it’s viral! 

–“The fearless versus the fearful!” OR… 
 – “The prudent versus the reckless!” 



A BELIEVER’S ASIDES… 

• We shouldn’t be struggling, at all, with 
conspiracy fears! 
–Of course there’s a conspiracy: a joint, 

illegal, subversive act against humanity! 
–But don’t get caught up with the earthly 

players/puppets/pawns! 
–It is ALL sleight of hand to keep us from 

seeing the real issues of life!  



A BELIEVER’S ASIDES… 

• We shouldn’t struggle, be troubled, be 
distracted by any conspiracy fears! 

• We know who (Eph 6.12, 2Thess 2.3,8) 
and what we are up against (Rev 12-14)! 

• We have all been forewarned and 
forearmed! Prophets, Jesus, Revelation 

• We will know tribulation but we are not 
appointed to wrath! Rom 5.9, 1Thess 5.9 



A BELIEVER’S ASIDES… 

• “WE overcome by THE BLOOD OF THE 
LAMB and by the word of OUR 
testimony, and loving not our lives even 
to death…” Rev 12.11 

• We will be better and do better 
together than apart… 

• And that is why we must guard against 
all schism in the body! 



Regarding the schism… 

• “You will say, they were broken… but I 
stood by faith. Be not be arrogant, but 
be afraid…” Romans 11.19,20 –Lexicon  

• “Who are you to judge someone else’s 
servant? To his own master he stands or 
falls. And he will stand for the Lord is 
able to make him stand!” Romans 14.4 

• “Let those who think they stand take 
heed lest they fall!” 1Corinthians 10.13  
 



Regarding the schism… 

• “I care very little if I am judged by you, or of 
any human court. In fact, I don’t even judge 
myself. My conscience is clear, but that 
doesn’t vindicate me. It is the Lord who 
judges me. Therefore judge nothing before 
the proper time; wait until the Lord comes. 
He will bring to light what is hidden in 
darkness, and will expose the motives of 
men’s hearts. At that time each will receive 
his praise from God. 1Corinthians 4.3-5 Lex 



Regarding the schism… 

• “The body is a unit though it is 
comprised of many parts, and although 
its parts are many, they all form one 
body. So it is with Christ. For in one 
Spirit we were all baptized into one 
body… and were all given one Spirit. For 
the body does not consist of one part 
but of many… And in fact, God has 



Regarding the schism… 

• arranged the members of the body, 
every one of them, according to His 
design… so that there should be no 
division in the body but that its 
members should have mutual concern 
for one another… Now you are the body 
of Christ and each of you is a member of 
it! 1Corinthians 12.12-27 –Lexicon  



Regarding the schism… 

• “We are bought with a price!” 1Cor 6.20 
• “His purchased possession!” 1Peter 2.9 
• “Let us follow after things which make 

for peace and how we can build each 
other up!” Romans 14.19 
–For ‘freedom’ do not destroy the (ongoing) 

work of God, do not cause another to 
stumble, be offended or made weak. Do 
not be condemned by your ‘allowance’ 
and do not violate your conscience…! 



Regarding the schism… 

• “And He gave some gifts… to equip the 
saints for works of ministry, to build up the 
body of Christ, until we all reach unity of 
the faith and in the knowledge of the Son 
of God, as we mature to the full measure of 
the stature of Christ. Then we will no 
longer be infants… speaking the truth in 
love… we will in all things grow up into 
Christ! Ephesians 4.11-15 



Crossing into a new day… 

• Everyone needs to be given space for 
their conscience… 

• Everyone needs the grace that equips 
for the days ahead! 

• Everyone needs to have a full embrace… 
• This has all been a dry run for much 

more, and we all need to go thru 
together! 
 



Through it all hold  
onto each other! 



In all things let us 
love one another! 



By that, all will know 
we are His disciples! 


