Pushing Back the Darkness!
Part 10 By Alexis Muscarella: “Thriving in Babylon”
Last Week… Looked at the two most important God-ordained relationships on earth! Spiritual leaders
and the people they are called to aid! Why we have so many blow-outs of spiritual leadership!
Husbands and wives (and family)!
If an enemy wants to take the rule he must break up the rulers to keep them from applying
themselves to maturity!
In both cases we must demolish arguments and computations we’ve made and submit ourselves to
Jesus! We must realign ourselves to the Words, written and spoken, of God… And not live by our
own perceptions, inner vows and strongholds… So that we can effectively and aggressively rend
the darkness around us in our warfare for the souls of mankind… because… “People whose minds
are made up to advance the kingdom of God take their objectives by force…” – Jesus, Mt 11.12
This Week… Looking at two critical aspects of our walk with Christ in which we have to stand
steadfast so that we can aggressively push back the darkness around us… Our witness to the world, and,
Our intimacy with God
Daniel 1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon,
came to Jerusalem and besieged it. And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with some
of the vessels of the house of God. And he brought them to the land of Shinar, to the house of his god,
and placed the vessels in the treasury of his god. Then the king commanded Ashpenaz, his chief eunuch,
to bring some of the people of Israel, both of the royal family and of the nobility, youths without
blemish, of good appearance, skillful in all wisdom, endowed with knowledge, understanding learning,
and competent to stand in the king’s palace, and to teach them the language of the Chaldeans. The king
assigned them a daily portion of the food that the king ate, and of the wine that he drank. They were to
be educated for three years, and at the end of that time, they were to stand before the king. Among these
were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah of the tribe of Judah. And the chief of the eunuchs gave
them names: Daniel he called Belteshazzar, Hananiah he called Shadrach, Mishael he called Meshach,
and Azariah he called Abednego. But Daniel resolved that he would not defile himself with the king’s
food, or with the wine that he drank. Therefore he asked the chief of the eunuchs to allow him not to
defile himself. And God gave Daniel favor and compassion in the sight of the chief of eunuchs, and the
chief of eunuchs said to Daniel, “I fear my lord the king, who assigned your food and your drink; for
why should he see that you were in worse condition than the youths who are of your own age? So you
would endanger my head with the king.” Then Daniel said to the steward whom the chief of the eunuchs
had assigned over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, “Test your servants for ten days; let us be
given vegetables to eat and water to drink. Then let our appearance and the appearance of the youth who
eat the king’s food be observed by you, and deal with your servants according to what you see.” So he
listened to them in this matter, and tested them for ten days. At the end of ten days it was seen that they
were better in appearance and fatter in flesh than all the youths who ate the king’s food. So the steward
took away their food and the wine they were to drink, and gave them vegetables. As for these four
youths, God gave them learning and skill in all literature and wisdom, and Daniel had understanding in
all visions and dreams. At the end of the time, when the king had commanded that they should be
brought in, the chief of the eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. And the king spoke with
them, and among all of them, none was found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. Therefore
they stood before the king. And in every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king
inquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters that were in his
kingdom.
It is impossible but that offenses will come. Lk 17:1
Daniel 3.8ff Therefore at that time, certain Chaldeans came forward and maliciously accused the Jews.
They declared to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever!” You, O King, have made a decree that

every man who hears the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music,
shall fall down and worship the golden image. And whoever does not fall down and worship shall be
cast into a burning fiery furnace. There are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the affairs of the
province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These men, O king, pay no attention to you;
they do not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.” Then Nebuchadnezzar in
furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought. So they brought these men
before the king. Nebuchadnezzar answered and said to them, “Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the golden image that I have set up? Now if you
are ready when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of
music, to fall down and worship the image that I have made, well and good. But if you do not worship,
you shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god who will deliver you out
of my hands?” Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar,
we have no need to answer you in this matter. If this be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us
from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of your hand, O king. But if not, be it known to
you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.” Then
Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury, and the expression of his face was changed against Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego. He ordered the furnace to be ordered ten times more than it was usually
heated. And he ordered some of the mighty men of his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. Because the king’s order was urgent and the furnace
overheated, the flame of the fire killed those men who took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. And
these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell bound into the fiery furnace. Then King
Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up in haste. He declared to his counselors, “Did we not cast
three men bound into the fire?” They answered and said to the king, “True, O king.” He answered and
said, “But I see four men unbound, walking in the midst of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the
appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods.” Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the
burning fiery furnace; he declared, “Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego, servants of the Most High God,
come out and come here!” Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. And the
satraps, the prefects, the governors, and the king’s counselors gathered together and saw that the fire had
not had any power over the bodies of these men. The hair of their heads was not singed, their cloaks
were not harmed, and no smell of fire had come upon them. Nebuchadnezzar answered and said,
“Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered his
servants, who trusted in him, and set aside the king’s command, and yielded up their bodies rather than
serve and worship any god except their own God. Therefore I make a decree: Any people, nation, or
language that speaks anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego shall be torn limb
from limb, and their houses laid in ruins, for there is no other god who is able to rescue in this way.”
Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the province of Babylon.
The enemy… is after our witness to the world… In our homes, our workplaces, our schools… Offenses
disguised as difficult people… Antagonistic bosses, co-workers presenting opportunities for
compromise… We push back the darkness by determining in our hearts that we will not back down…
Service to God made more valuable than life itself!
Daniel 6.1ff It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom 120 satraps, to be throughout the whole kingdom;
and over them three high officials, of whom Daniel was one, to whom these satraps should give account,
so that the king might suffer no loss. Then this Daniel became distinguished above all the other high
officials and satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him. And the king planned to set him over the
whole kingdom. Then the high officials and satraps sought to find a ground for complaint against Daniel
with regard to the kingdom, but they could find no ground for complaint or any fault, because he was
faithful, and no error or fault was found in him. Then these men said, “We shall not find any ground for
complaint against this Daniel unless we find it in connection with the law of his God.”
It is impossible but that offenses will come. Lk 17:1

Then these high officials and satraps came by agreement to the king and said to him, “O King Darius,
live forever! All the high officials of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the counselors and the
governors are agreed that the king should establish an ordinance and enforce an injunction, that whoever
makes petition to any god or man for thirty days, except to you, O king, he shall be cast into the den of
lions. Now, O king, establish the injunction and sign the document, so that it cannot be changed,
according to the laws of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be revoked.” Therefore, king Darius
signed the document and the injunction. When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went
to his house where he had windows in his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his
knees three times a day and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously. Then
these men came by agreement and found Daniel making petition and plea before his God. Then they
came near and said before the king, concerning the injunction, “O king! Did you not sign an injunction,
that anyone who makes petition to any god or man within thirty days except to you, O king, shall be cast
into the den of lions?” The king answered and said, “The thing stands fast, according to the law of the
Medes and Persians, which cannot be revoked.” Then they answered and said before the king, “Daniel,
who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or the injunction you have signed,
but makes his petition three times a day.” Then the king, when he heard these words, was much
distressed and set his mind to deliver Daniel. And he labored till the sun went down to rescue him. Then
these men came by agreement to the king and said to the king, “Know, O king, that it is a law of the
Medes and Persians that no injunction or ordinance that the king establishes can be changed.” Then the
king commanded, and Daniel was brought and cast into the den of lions. The king declared to Daniel,
“May your God, whom you serve continually, deliver you!” And a stone was brought and laid on the
mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet and with the signet of his lords, that nothing
might be changed concerning Daniel. Then the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting; no
diversions were brought to him, and sleep fled from him. Then, at break of day, the king arose and went
in haste to the den of lions. As he came near near to the den where Daniel was, he cried out in a tone of
anguish. The king declared to Daniel, “O Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you
serve continually, been able to deliver you from the lions?” Then Daniel said to the king, “O king, live
forever! My God sent his angel and shut the lions' mouths, and they have not harmed me, because I was
found blameless before him; and also before you, O king, I have done no harm.” Then the king was
exceedingly glad, and commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of
the den, and no kind of harm was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. And the king
commanded, and those men who had maliciously accused Daniel were brought and cast into the den of
lions—they, their children, and their wives. And before they reached the bottom of the den, the lions
overpowered them and broke all their bones in pieces. Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples,
nations, and languages that dwell in all the earth: “Peace be multiplied to you. I make a decree, that in
all my royal dominion people are to tremble and fear before the God of Daniel, for he is the living God,
enduring forever; his kingdom shall never be destroyed, and his dominion shall be to the end. He
delivers and rescues; he works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth, he who has saved Daniel from
the power of the lions.” So this Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the
Persian.
The enemy… is after our intimacy with God by… Questioning our determination… Distractions in the
form of busyness, laziness, out of order priorities…
We are going to make intimacy with God a priority now so that even if one day it was the matter
of life and death, we would be so conditioned to doing the right thing, nothing would phase us.
Morris’ Story
Integrity Activation…
“Lord, how has the enemy come to assault my witness to the world?”
“Lord, how has the enemy come to assault my intimacy with You?”
“Lord, what are the seemingly insignificant areas of integrity that are setting me up for success or
failure?”
“Lord, what does my repentance in those areas look like?”

