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Where Does Strife Come From?
•
What is causing the quarrels and fights among you? Don’t they come from the evil desires at war within
you? You want what you don’t have, so you scheme and kill to get it. You are jealous of what others
have, but you can’t get it, so you fight and wage war to take it away from them. Yet you don’t have what
you want because you don’t ask God for it. And even when you ask, you don’t get it because your
motives are all wrong—you want only what will give you pleasure. You adulterers! Don’t you realize that
friendship with the world makes you an enemy of God? I say it again: If you want to be a friend of the
world, you make yourself an enemy of God. — Jas 4:1-4
Stand Up — Be Defeated!
•
When one of you has a dispute with another believer, how dare you file a lawsuit and ask a secular court
to decide the matter instead of taking it to other believers! … Even to have such lawsuits with one
another is a defeat for you. Why not just accept the injustice and leave it at that? Why not let yourselves
be cheated? Instead, you yourselves are the ones who do wrong and cheat even your fellow believers.
— 1 Co 6:1-8

Attacked by the World
Don’t Be Surprised!
•
God blesses those who are persecuted for doing right, for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs. “God blesses
you when people mock you and persecute you and lie about you and say all sorts of evil things against
you because you are my followers. Be happy about it! Be very glad! For a great reward awaits you in
heaven. And remember, the ancient prophets were persecuted in the same way. — Mt 5:10-12
Responding to “Enemies”
•
Bless those who persecute you. Don’t curse them; pray that God will bless them. Be happy with those
who are happy, and weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with each other. Don’t be too proud to
enjoy the company of ordinary people. And don’t think you know it all! Never pay back evil with more evil.
Do things in such a way that everyone can see you are honorable. Do all that you can to live in peace
with everyone. Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave that to the righteous anger of God. For the
Scriptures say, “I will take revenge; I will pay them back,” says the Lord. Instead, “If your enemies are
hungry, feed them. If they are thirsty, give them something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning
coals of shame on their heads.” Don’t let evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing good. — Ro
12:14-21
Love Your Enemies
•
“You have heard the law that says, ‘Love your neighbor’ and hate your enemy. But I say, love your
enemies! Pray for those who persecute you! In that way, you will be acting as true children of your Father
in heaven. For he gives his sunlight to both the evil and the good, and he sends rain on the just and the
unjust alike. If you love only those who love you, what reward is there for that? Even corrupt tax collectors
do that much. If you are kind only to your friends, how are you different from anyone else? Even pagans
do that.
— Mt 5:43-47

If You Are Offended
What If a Brother Offends You?
•
“If another believer sins against you, go privately and point out the offense. If the other person listens and
confesses it, you have won that person back. But if you are unsuccessful, take one or two others with you
and go back again, so that everything you say may be confirmed by two or three witnesses. If the person
still refuses to listen, take your case to the church. Then if he or she won’t accept the church’s decision,
treat that person as a pagan or a corrupt tax collector. — Mt 18:15-17
Work for Restoration

•

Take note of those who refuse to obey what we say in this letter. Stay away from them so they will be
ashamed. Don’t think of them as enemies, but warn them as you would a brother or sister. — 2 Th
3:14-15
Strife Proves Immaturity
•
for you are still controlled by your sinful nature. You are jealous of one another and quarrel with each
other. Doesn’t that prove you are controlled by your sinful nature? Aren’t you living like people of the
world? — 1 Co 3:3
Don’t Talk About Others
•
Don’t speak evil against each other, dear brothers and sisters. If you criticize and judge each other, then
you are criticizing and judging God’s law. But your job is to obey the law, not to judge whether it applies
to you. God alone, who gave the law, is the Judge. He alone has the power to save or to destroy. So
what right do you have to judge your neighbor? — Jas 4:11-12
Don’t Do What God Hates
•
These six things the Lord hates, Yes, seven are an abomination to Him: … A false witness who speaks
lies, And one who sows discord among brethren.
— Pr 6:16, 19
In All Cases: Love & Forgive
•
“… love your enemies! Do good to those who hate you. Bless those who curse you. Pray for those who
hurt you. If someone slaps you on one cheek, offer the other cheek also. If someone demands your coat,
offer your shirt also. Give to anyone who asks; and when things are taken away from you, don’t try to get
them back. Do to others as you would like them to do to you. “If you love only those who love you, why
should you get credit for that?
Even sinners love those who love them! And if you do good only to those who do good to you, why
should you get credit? Even sinners do that much! And if you lend money only to those who can repay
you, why should you get credit? Even sinners will lend to other sinners for a full return. “Love your
enemies! Do good to them. Lend to them without expecting to be repaid. Then your reward from heaven
will be very great, and you will truly be acting as children of the Most High, for he is kind to those who are
unthankful and wicked. You must be compassionate, just as your Father is compassionate. “Do not judge
others, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn others, or it will all come back against you. Forgive
others, and you will be forgiven. Give, and you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full—pressed
down, shaken together to make room for more, running over, and poured into your lap. The amount you
give will determine the amount you get back.” — Lk 6:27-38

If Offended Tells You
If Offended Tells of Offense
•
Instruct to go to the one who offended them as explained in Matt 18:15-17
•
Ask:
– Have you already gone privately to them about this?
– What is your desire here? Reconciliation? Cutting off? Vindication? Love?
– How would you like to be treated if roles reversed?
Don’t Take Up the Offense
•
Again I say, don’t get involved in foolish, ignorant arguments that only start fights. A servant of the Lord
must not quarrel but must be kind to everyone, be able to teach, and be patient with difficult people.
Gently instruct those who oppose the truth. Perhaps God will change those people’s hearts, and they will
learn the truth. Then they will come to their senses and escape from the devil’s trap. For they have been
held captive by him to do whatever he wants. — 2 Ti 2:23-26
Stay Away if They Continue
•
And now I make one more appeal, my dear brothers and sisters. Watch out for people who cause
divisions and upset people’s faith by teaching things contrary to what you have been taught. Stay away
from them. Such people are not serving Christ our Lord; they are serving their own personal interests. ….
— Ro 16:17-18

If You Offended
What if You Offend Someone
•
Listen
•
Don’t get defensive
•
Attempt to understand from their view
•
Explain, but don’t excuse
•
Repent as appropriate
•
Work for reconciliation
Are You Mature? Then Yield!
•
We who are strong must be considerate of those who are sensitive about things like this. We must not
just please ourselves. We should help others do what is right and build them up in the Lord. For even
Christ didn’t live to please himself….
— Ro 15:1-3

Avoiding Offenses
Living to Minimize Offenses
•
Ideally, we will not cause offenses towards others.
•
In practice, we are pretty messed up and will sometimes unintentionally or intentionally offend others
•
How can we minimize the offenses we cause?
My Freedom Limited by You?
•
…. Eat whatever is offered to you without raising questions of conscience. (But suppose someone tells
you, “This meat was offered to an idol.” Don’t eat it, out of consideration for the conscience of the one
who told you. It might not be a matter of conscience for you, but it is for the other person.) For why should
my freedom be limited by what someone else thinks? If I can thank God for the food and enjoy it, why
should I be condemned for eating it? So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do it all for the
glory of God. Don’t give offense to Jews or Gentiles or the church of God. I, too, try to please everyone in
everything I do. I don’t just do what is best for me; I do what is best for others so that many may be
saved. And you should imitate me, just as I imitate Christ. — 1 Co 10:27-11:1
Jesus’ Example for Us
•
Of course, you get no credit for being patient if you are beaten for doing wrong. But if you suffer for doing
good and endure it patiently, God is pleased with you. For God called you to do good, even if it means
suffering, just as Christ suffered for you. He is your example, and you must follow in his steps. He never
sinned, nor ever deceived anyone. He did not retaliate when he was insulted, nor threaten revenge when
he suffered. He left his case in the hands of God, who always judges fairly. — 1 Pe 2:20-23
Serve Like Jesus
•
After washing their feet, he put on his robe again and sat down and asked, “Do you understand what I
was doing? You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and you are right, because that’s what I am. And since I,
your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you ought to wash each other’s feet. I have given you an
example to follow. Do as I have done to you. — Jn 13:12-15
Don’t Cause Stumbling
•
I know and am convinced on the authority of the Lord Jesus that no food, in and of itself, is wrong to eat.
But if someone believes it is wrong, then for that person it is wrong. And if another believer is distressed
by what you eat, you are not acting in love if you eat it. Don’t let your eating ruin someone for whom
Christ died. Then you will not be criticized for doing something you believe is good. For the Kingdom of
God is not a matter of what we eat or drink, but of living a life of goodness and peace and joy in the Holy
Spirit. If you serve Christ with this attitude, you will please God, and others will approve of you, too. So
then, let us aim for harmony in the church and try to build each other up. Don’t tear apart the work of God
over what you eat. Remember, all foods are acceptable, but it is wrong to eat something if it makes
another person stumble. It is better not to eat meat or drink wine or do anything else if it might cause
another believer to stumble. — Ro 14:14-21
Avoid What Hurts Others
•
So, what about eating meat that has been offered to idols? Well, we all know that an idol is not really a
god and that there is only one God. …. However, not all believers know this. Some are accustomed to
thinking of idols as being real, so when they eat food that has been offered to idols, they think of it as the

worship of real gods, and their weak consciences are violated. It’s true that we can’t win God’s approval
by what we eat. We don’t lose anything if we don’t eat it, and we don’t gain anything if we do. But you
must be careful so that your freedom does not cause others with a weaker conscience to stumble. For if
others see you—with your “superior knowledge”—eating in the temple of an idol, won’t they be
encouraged to violate their conscience by eating food that has been offered to an idol? So because of
your superior knowledge, a weak believer for whom Christ died will be destroyed. And when you sin
against other believers by encouraging them to do something they believe is wrong, you are sinning
against Christ. So if what I eat causes another believer to sin, I will never eat meat again as long as I
live—for I don’t want to cause another believer to stumble.
— 1 Co 8:4-13
Spirituality Nothing w/o Love
•
If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I would only be a noisy
gong or a clanging cymbal. If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s secret plans and
possessed all knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move mountains, but didn’t love others, I
would be nothing. If I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, I could boast about
it; but if I didn’t love others, I would have gained nothing. Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or
boastful or proud or rude. It does not demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of
being wronged. It does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. Love never
gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance. Prophecy and
speaking in unknown languages and special knowledge will become useless. But love will last forever! —
1 Co 13:1-8
One Final Thing…
•
And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and
right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise.
Keep putting into practice all you learned and received from me—everything you heard from me and saw
me doing. Then the God of peace will be with you. — Php 4:8-9

