


“Where” are the people? 

• “Where?” is a good question! 
–For believers and non, alike! 
–Not physically, but emotionally! 
–Not opening the doors for a crowd, but to 

open an environment of safety again!  
–Not talking about attendance numbers, 

but ‘attender comfortability!’ 



Dealing with 3 types of people… 

ASSERTIVES 
(Let’s go!) 

CAUTIOUS 
(Let’s wait!) 

CONCERNED 
(Let’s not!) 

Irrational fears 
Don’t tread  

on me 

Confident faith Genuine risks 

Pragmatists 

Move with 
the masses 
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ONE CHURCH! 



Lessons learned… 

• Like Israel came out of bonds at the rate 
of youngest, oldest, slowest... led to 
promise by ‘armies…’ We will too! 
–“I don’t want you ignorant that ALL our 

fathers traveled under the cloud, passed 
thru the sea, ate the same spiritual meat, 
drank the same spiritual drink… but 
MANY displeased God for they were 
overthrown in the wilderness… and they 
are our examples, so that we don’t lust 



Lessons learned… 

• Like Israel came out of bonds at the rate 
of youngest, oldest, slowest... led to 
promise by ‘armies…’ We will too! 
–“after evil, nor become idolators, or given 

over to our lusts, nor tempters of Christ, 
nor murmurers… and all those things 
happened to them as an example and 
they are recorded for our caution, so, let 
him that thinks he stands take heed lest 
he falls! 1Cor 10.1-12 



Lessons learned… 

• Like Israel came out of bonds at the rate 
of youngest, oldest, slowest... led to 
promise by ‘armies…’ We will too! 

• Like Israel crossed into the promised 
land… led by priests… Joshua 3.17 
–“And stood until ALL THE PEOPLE were 

passed clean over…”  Joshua 4.1 
–And reassembled for battle… 4.12,13 
–We will too! 



Lessons learned… 

• Like Israel came out of bonds at the rate 
of youngest, oldest, slowest... led to 
promise by ‘armies…’ We will too! 

• We will travel slower than we thought 
to bring everyone through together (lots 
of dynamics in this pandemic) but… 
–“We are one body, Christ is the head, God 

set His members in place in particular, and 
no one can say we do not need them!” 
1Cor 12.12-27  



Lessons learned… 

• Which means there is no such thing as a 
“church of the strong loners!” 
–“Let no one think of themselves more 

highly that they should, but think soberly, 
as God has dealt to every man the 
measure of faith…” Romans 12.3 

–“Let him that thinks he stands take heed, 
lest he falls…” 1Corinthians 10.12 

–“When I am weak, then I am strong 
(dunatos)!” 2Corinthians 12.10 



Lessons learned… 

• Which means there is no such thing as a 
“church of the strong loners!” 
–“We that are dunatos, should bear the 

‘conscience’ of the adunatos, and not live 
to please ourselves but to build up our 
neighbors, like Christ pleased not 
Himself… This is for our instruction, that 
through patience and comfort of the 
scriptures we might have hope! Now, the 



Lessons learned… 

• Which means there is no such thing as a 
“church of the strong loners!” 
–“God of patience and comfort grant you to 

be likeminded toward one another, 
according to Christ Jesus, so that with one 
mind and mouth you can glorify God… 
So… receive one another as Christ also 
received us to the glory of God!” Romans 
15.1-7 



Lessons learned… 

• The Church is at it’s best when it is at 
home and dispersed in the world! 
–“Wait for the promise of the Father which 

you have heard Me talk about… you will 
be baptized with the Holy Spirit… And you 
will receive power once He has come upon 
you and you will be witnesses of Me in 
Jerusalem (home), in Judea (region), in 
Samaria and the uttermost parts of the 
earth!” Acts 1.4-8 



Lessons learned… 

• The Church is at it’s best when it is at 
home and dispersed in the world! 
–It’s not either/or… but both! 
• In the world for evangelism… 
• Separate from it for discipleship! 

–But like the early church, we slowly chose 
one over the other! 
•Which is why we must be ‘renewed’ 

from time to time! 



Lessons learned… 

• The Church is at it’s best when it is at 
home and dispersed in the world! 
–“They continued in the apostles doctrine 

and fellowship, breaking bread and 
praying together – in one accord in the 
temple and house to house…” Acts 2.42-47 
•Dealing with all the local(s) issues! 
•God blessing them! 
•Presuming that was approval! 



Lessons learned… 

• The Church is at it’s best when it is at 
home and dispersed in the world! 
–“In that time there was great persecution 

(made themselves a sitting target)… And 
they were scattered abroad and went 
everywhere preaching the word; 
preaching Christ, and the people, with one 
accord, listened…” Acts 8.1-6 
 



And that has been the 
experience of the church 

in these days! 



The gates have been 
opened for all kinds of 

preaching! 



‘From now on’ is the 
time to do the work of  

your ministry!  



In Closing… Randy Remington 

• “Most of the planet has been affected by 
COVID-19, but not equally so. The severity 
of the pandemic’s effect has not been 
consistent across the world or the United 
States. For some areas, few, if any, have 
contracted the virus; in other places, 
thousands have lost their lives. Therefore, 
we must consider the local context when 
making decisions about reopening.” 
[143,000/13/30(1:4700)/0] 



In Closing… Randy Remington 

• “Operational and logistical matters are 
easier to tackle than the polarization 
and divisions we all see emerging in 
and around the church. The political 
battles, economic strains and 
differences in social experience 
between varied communities are 
challenging our mandate to contend for 
a peaceful unity of the Spirit.” 



In Closing… Randy Remington 

• “Because of the stresses these dynamics 
bring to making wise decisions, we will 
need to offer continual grace to one 
another. We’ll need to resist making 
judgments about other’s actions and 
viewing them unfavorably through the 
lens of our context and particular church 
culture. 



God, our Father, built the 
body to have no schisms, so 

“let the church be there!” 
1Corinthians 12.24,25 


